
Mr. Raymond Spencer 
Wilmington, New Hanover County, North Carolina 
 
 
March 18, 2008 
 
 
 
Mr. Gary O. Bartlett, Executive Director 
The North Carolina Board of Elections 
506 North Harrington Street 
Post Office Box 27255 
Raleigh, North Carolina  27603 
 
RE: Complaint against Joe Hackney, North Carolina Representative 
 
Dear Mr. Bartlett: 
 
I have discovered that Representative Joe Hackney committed a very serious 
violation of the election laws which may well have misled people voting in the 
November 2006 election.  I find this particularly disturbing because he has been 
quoted widely saying that it is important not to misled the public on election 
matters.  On page three of Representative Hackney’s election report for the 
period covering 10-22-06 through 10-31-06 which was filed January 10, 2007, 
Representative Hackney lists a $1,000.00 contribution received on November 1, 
2006, from the Eastern Band of Cherokee Tribes which is a PAC .  As you know, 
a contribution of $1,000.00 is supposed to have a 48-hour report filed and this 
PAC donation was received only five days before the election.  It is clear to me 
that Representative Hackney knew about the rule because he reported a 
$1,000.00 from the Carolink PAC the day after he received his contribution from 
the Cherokee Indian Tribe and he also reported the $1,000.00 from the North 
Carolina Beer and Wine Wholesalers on the day of the election so there really 
was no excuse not to report the money from the Cherokee Indian Tribe. 
 
I find this particularly disturbing because the Eastern Band of Cherokee PAC was 
at the time and now pushing various gambling interests in the Western part of the 
State and it looks as though Representative Hackney deliberately concealed the 
contribution before the election and did not report it until two months after the 
election.  Apparently, he did not want to be embarrassed along with the 
Democrats running with him by taking gambling money. 
 
I know that the PAC money for candidates with more money and less hotly 
contested cases was being transferred to candidates with more hotly contested 
cases.  Therefore, I think that it is particularly bad to conceal where the money is  
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coming from so it could not possibly be made a part of the political process and 
was hidden from the voters.  Please let me know what the Election Board intends 
to do with this violation of North Carolina Law. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Raymond Spencer 
 


